STAIR/PORCH REPAIR
s> | One and Two Family Residences

AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

BUILDING DIVISION 2025 California Residential Code

All wood used in exterior stairs and porches will need to be Douglas Fir pressure treated
(DFPT) wood or naturally decay resistant. All guardrail and handrail shall be min. 200 Ib.
Concentrated Load per 2025 California Residential code R301.5.

GUARDRAILS:

Stairways, landings, ramps, balconies, walkways and porches that are more than 30” above
grade require a guardrail.

HEIGHT: The height of the guardrail shall be a minimum of 42”. If the guard rail is part of the
open side of a set of stairs that also serves as the handrail, it can be top of 34”-38” in height
from nosing.

OPENINGS: Openings or spaces shall be apart so that a 4 ” diameter sphere cannot pass
through.

The triangular opening formed by the riser, tread and bottom of the guardrail shall not allow a 6”
sphere to pass through.

STAIRWAYS (please see back):
Stairways having four or more risers will require at least one handrail. Risers more than 30” high
shall be no 4” sphere pass through.

Width: The minimum stairway width is 36”. Handrails may project into this width a maximum of
4 74" from each side. The stringers and trim may project into this width a maximum of 1 72" from
each side.

Tread sizes and heights: The steps shall not be more than 7 34” tall. The tread shall not be
less than 10” in depth. There shall not be more than 3/8” variation between the smallest and
greatest height in steps within any flight of stairs. Steps also need to be uniform in size, with no
more than 1-2% slope for drainage.

Exterior stairways shall not be projected into yards where openings are not permitted, or
protection of openings is required.

Enclosed usable space under stairs shall have the walls and soffits protected on the enclosed
side as required of one hour construction.

HANDRAILS: Residential handrails shall be placed not less than 34 inches or more than 38
inches above the nosing of the tread or landing. They shall be continuous the full length of the
stairs and the ends shall be returned to walls or terminated at a newel post.
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A.  Guards required If lzndings aver 307 ebove grade, 12 f. max. balween landings
B. Guard or guardrall min. 42" height at landing..
C. Imermediate patiern such thal @ sphare 4 3/8" cannol pass through.
D. Min 6'8" headroom clearance, NOTE:
E. Handralls 34" to 38" measured from the nesing of the tread with OTTIEN SATES MAY B8 dCCErTALE
a grippable cross section area of 1 %" 0 2%, UG SUILFACE:
F. Rise and Run: 7 %" rise maximum and 107 run minimum.
G. Handralls shall be continuous tha full length of the slalrs and e
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MIN, BADIUS = TWICE

STAIRWAY WIDTH LENGTH IS
EQUAL TO STAIR
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CIRCULAR STAIRWAY LANDINGS




