South San Francisco Friends of the Library 
Meeting Minutes from Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.
The South San Francisco Friends of the Library (SSFFOL) held their Quarterly Regular Meeting on Tuesday, July 14, 2026.  The meeting was held at the Library/Parks & Recreation Center located at 901 Civic Campus Way, in the 2nd Floor Community Room.
OPENING: The meeting was called to order by President Armando Altamirano at 6:00 pm. 
PRESENT: Roll was taken.  President Armando Altamirano, Treasurer Gail Davison, Secretary Julie Baldocchi, Membership Ramona Altamirano, Member At Large Tabitha Lee and Joanne Gordon. Library Director Valerie Sommer, Grand Avenue Library Services Manager Elliot Warren and Library Staff Member Brian Malibiran. Members present: Becky Bayardo, Gale Yip, Joseph Lee, Christina Hong and Sheila Musselman. 
MEETING MINUTES: Meeting minutes from the April 14, 2026 regular meeting were posted to the SSFFOL website on April 28, 2026. No corrections or additions were submitted; the minutes are approved as filed.
OFFICER and COMMITTEE REPORTS:

President’s Report: by Armando Altamirano:  Asked to change the agenda so that Grand Avenue Library Services Manager Elliot Warren can present the Library Requests for the Third Quarter 2026. All present agreed. 

Library Requests for the Third Quarter 2026: Elliot Warren, Grand Avenue Library Services Manager, presented the Third Quarter Library Requests and demonstrated with examples how SSFFOL funds are utilized.
	Requested Item
	Requested Amount

	Adult Programming
	$ 1,000.00

	Grand Library Programming
	$    800.00

	Makerspace Apple Pencil Pro
	$    283.49

	Makerspace Butcher paper dispenser and cutter
	$      72.47

	Makerspace Chompsaw
	$    259.00

	Makerspace Cubelets
	$    296.68

	Makerspace Laminator
	$      52.28

	Makerspace LittleBits replacement
	$    329.64

	Makerspace Supplies
	$    549.40

	Vinyl Folding Table for Mahjong Social
	$    187.00

	Youth Programming
	$ 1,000.00

	                                                                             Total
	$ 4,829.95


Motion made by Tabitha Lee, seconded by Joanne Gordon and unanimously approved by general vote of all those attending to approve the library requests of $ 4,829.95 for programs, events and services during the Third Quarter 2026. 

President’s Report: President Armando Altamirano reported SSFFOL is receiving lots of book donations and he is preparing for the Summer Book Sale. He thanked Tabitha Lee, Julie Baldocchi and Joe Lee for representing SSFFOL at South San Francisco’s Independence Day Celebration.

Treasurer’s Report for the Third Quarter 2026: Gail Davison presented the Treasurer’s Report:
	Income/Total Receipts from 3/31/2026 to 6/30/2026
	$    5,539.22

	Total Disbursements from 3/31/2026 to 6/30/2026
	$    5,000.00

	Checking Account balance as of 6/30/2026
	$  17,815.07

	Savings Account balance as of 6/30/2026
	$         19.62

	Investment Account Value as of 6/30/2026
	$ 652,366.93

	CD Investment Value as of 6/30/2026
	$ 159,953.86

	
	


Secretary’s Report by Julie Baldocchi:  Thank you Ramona Altamirano for covering her secretary duties at the last meeting. Great job Ramona.
Membership Report by Ramona Altamirano: In the Second Quarter of 2026, we received 4 member renewals and 1 new membership. Total membership donations received are $190.00. We have 45 active members. 
CD and DVD Donations and Sales Report by Becky Bayardo: We continue to receive donations of CDs which go on the free cart because they do not sell. Bruce from the Senior Center has donated 195 brand new 2 DVD cases. Half will be given to the library for replacement of library inventory and the other half will be put out at the next book sale for free. The library received a donation of 25 VHS tapes which were donated to Senior Center for their Saturday afternoon movie events. SSFFOL has donated around 100 DVD, CD, & Blue Ray cases to use as replacement for the library. The total amount of donations received since April 2026 is: DVD-700, CDs-300, Blue Rays-69 and PlayStation 2 games-14. SSFFOL received 53 DVD Disney classic movies, some factory sealed and others are in mint condition to be sold at August Booksale. There are also 101 DVDs of miscellaneous titles that are factory sealed. 
Library Director’s Report by Valerie Sommer:  The County of San Mateo  Board of Supervisors, thanks to Supervisor Jackie Speier, made a one-time grant of district-discretionary Measure K funds, not to exceed $50,000, to be awarded to the Peninsula Library System, and be distributed among the County’s eight public library jurisdictions, with a maximum reimbursement of $5,000 per library outlet, to encourage community-building in which library programs will bring people together in trusted environments where participants can explore and learn together, finding common ground and connection.  South San Francisco Public Library used the $5,000 to support a variety of community programs, including the startup of a Mahjong group, games and puzzle gatherings, a family program and presentation by Reading Rainbow host Mychal Threets, and programs in celebration of America250, including the American Revolution Travelling Exhibit, a Hamilton screening and an America Trivia contest. This was a great start for connecting with community members, having community members connect with each other, and strengthening the library’s role as a community hub and gathering place. The Ribbon Cutting for the Little Free Library at Orange Memorial Park that SSFOL is assisting with is scheduled for Saturday, July 25, 2026 at 11:00 am next to the Orange Park Bocce Courts.
 
Summer Book Sale by Armando Altamirano: The Summer Book Sale is scheduled for one day only on Saturday, August 1, 2026 from 10 am to 4 pm in the Second Floor Community Room. The Community Room is reserved two days for set up Thursday, July 29th and Friday, July 30th and two days for break down Sunday, August 2nd and Monday, August 3rd. Ramona will be sending an email for volunteers to sign up. 
SSFFOL Presence at SSF Concert in the Park: SSFFOL will share a booth with library staff at Concert in the Park scheduled for Saturday, September 12, 2026. Volunteers are needed to work shifts between 11:30 am to 5:00 pm.
Project Read Fundraiser: Gail Davison announced the 33rd Annual Trivia Challenge is scheduled for Friday, November 6, 2026. The SSFFOL will pay the fee, which includes dinner for any SSFFOL members who want to organize a team of three (3). At the next meeting the SSFFOL will be asked to sponsor a high school team to participate in the Trivia Challenge. The amount also covers dinner for their chaperones. The sponsorship amount in the past was $1,250.00. Discussion ensued and all those present agreed to vote to allocate the funds for sponsorship at meeting.

Motion made by Armando Altamirano, seconded by Tabitha Lee, and unanimously approved by general vote to sponsor a high school team for $1,250.00 to participate in the 33rd Annual Project Read Trivia Challenge. 
Membership/Public Comments:   Tabitha Lee stated that at the Independence Day event community members were asking about adult programs at the Grand Avenue Library with specific request for a SSFFOL hosted book club. Discussion ensued regarding programs that can be sponsored by SSFFOL and how to recruit new members and volunteers who can support them. 

Adjournment: Motion made by Ramona Altamirano, seconded by Joe Lee, and unanimously approved by general vote to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted by,
Julie Baldocchi
Secretary
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